
 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
  
As you are probably already well aware important, EUCAST has introduced recently  new interpretation 
criteria of antimicrobial susceptibility testing and these have led to revision of some breakpoints as well as 
modification of certain interpretation criteria. 
One of the major change concerns the introduction of a new definition for the "I" antibiogram result 
category which now stands for "susceptibility at increased exposure". This new definition highlights the 
importance of increasing the individual dose, the frequency of dosing (for some agents), the form of 
administration and trusting the pharmacokinetics (concentration of many agents in the urinary tract) which 
may all significantly increase the exposure. The old definition of "I" (Intermediate) no longer exists and 
should not be use anymore. 
  
It is of utmost importance that laboratories continue to use the "I" letter in the report which has been 
endorsed by EUCAST in 2019 and do not find any substitute of this by using other letter (eg. SDD). Of major 
importance also is that the daily posology of antibiotics used locally should match with the dosages 
recommended by EUCAST. 
For the vast majority of antibiotics and indications the  guidelines in the infection guide (IGGI) endorsed by 
the Belgian Society of Infectiology and Clinical Microbiology (SBIMC-BVIKM) match (or exceed) the 
dose/daily posology on which EUCAST has set the novel SIR breakpoints values. 
  
The NAC urges the antimicrobial stewardship groups (GGA/ABG) to review locally their guidelines for 
antibiotic dosing and compare these with the Belgian recommendations (IGGI) and the EUCAST dosing 
tables. In case of use of lower posology, the dosage/number of administration should be modified locally to 
comply with the EUCAST breakpoints. 
  
A webinar to which you are all cordially invited will take place on Friday 24 September (14h-16h30) (see 
programme attached). This meeting will highlight the changes and clarify the ways to manage the new 
definitions and guidelines of EUCAST. Besides the presentation there will be room for questions and 
interactive discussions. 
Register now for this webinar : https://fr.surveymonkey.com/r/MSZGHMB 
Registration is free but mandatory. We will send you a link to join the webinar a week before the webinar 
takes place. 
  
We realize that the implementation of the new EUCAST guidelines will require some efforts for the 
laboratories at local level, but the magnitude of these should not be overestimated. In any case, the new 
EUCAST definition and guidelines  should be introduced in the routine practice, at the latest for early 
January 2022 because ECDC (for the EARS-NET surveillance on antimicrobial resistance) does not accept 
anymore (from 2019 onwards) data that are not generated with EUCAST methods and breakpoints.  
  
The NAC in collaboration with BAPCOC and the Belgian Society for Clinical Microbiology and Infectiology 
(SBMIC/BVIKM) will commit to accompany and support the laboratories in order to facilitate the shift. 
  
With our cordial greetings, 
On behalf of the 
  
National Antibiogram Committee (NAC) 
Belgian Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (BVIKM/SBIMC) 
Belgian Coordination Committee of Antibiotic Policy (BAPCOC) 
Sciensano 
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